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Z The toxic tree Y

Some time ago, my oldest son Christopher began to explore our family tree. 
I was able to help with details covering the last two generations, but he got 

busy digging farther back. His most recent discoveries date back to the 11th 
Century and he now has over 1,400 names on his files. Research continues as he 
endeavours to verify, through alternative sources, as much of the information 
he has included our tree as possible.

My ow n g randfat her  and  g re at 
grandfather were illiterate, but others 
were very different. There are peers of the 
realm, a Lord Mayor and Mayor of London, 
barons, baronesses, high sheriffs, sheriffs, 
earls and countesses, a Captain-General 
of the Isle of Wight, members of the 
Order of the Garter, and some members 
of Parliament. Two ancestors were killed 
(one on each side!) in the 1471 Battle of 
Tewkesbury during the Wars of the Roses, 
while three had connections to English 
monarchs—Henry VIII, 
Elizabeth I and Charles I.

One, Lord Henry Carey, 
the 1st Baron Hunsdon 
(1525–1596),  is  buried 
u n d e r  We s t m i n s t e r 
Abbey’s tallest monument, 
and Pam and I were given 
special permission to go 
into the private St John 
the Baptist’s chapel to 
see it, and even to take 
photographs.

There are darker entries; 
one was hanged, drawn 
and quartered for regicide 

and another convicted of sheep stealing 
and sent to Australia on a convict ship. 
Chris has no idea who (or what) he may 
discover, but reflecting on one’s ancestry 
is fascinating and sobering. Who would 
appear in the family tree in the Middle 
Ages, or in the five centuries before that? 
What about New Testament (and Old 
Testament) times?

What we do know is that eventually 
our family tree would lead right back to 
Adam and Eve, Earth’s first human beings, 

whose story includes their 
catastrophic fall into sin 
and its toxic consequences 
for the entire human race. 
This turns one’s grateful 
thoughts to God’s gracious 
provision of a Saviour 
to rescue us from sin’s 
appalling consequences, 
and to his wonderful 
promise that ‘everyone 
who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved’. 
Telling the world about 
this remains my life’s 
mission.
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Z Ukraine—Country in Crisis Y

The world’s flashpoints change so frequently on the media’s rolling news that 
it is sometimes easy to forget scenarios that should give us great cause for 

concern. One of these is centred on Ukraine, an East European country that has 
a bewildering history. It has been ruled in turn by the Mongol Empire, Turkey, 
Lithuania, Russia and Austria. In 1922, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
become one of the founding republics of the Soviet Union.

Many years of political unrest followed, 
and in 2014 the Ukrainian autonomous 
region of Crimea was annexed by Russia. 
Ever since, a bitter war has raged between 
forces backed by the Ukrainian government 
and Russia-backed separatists, in the 
course of which over 10,000 have died, 

including many non-combative civilians 
who have been killed. By last winter a 
million people were struggling to eat in 
what was called the coldest humanitarian 
crisis in the world. Ukraine’s President 
Petro Poroshenko has claimed that a ‘full-
scale invasion from Russia’ is possible and 
warned that Europe could be ‘weak’ to fight 
against the ‘Russian aggression’ .

The country’s 46,000,000 inhabitants 
generally enjoy religious freedom, though 
in a part of Eastern Ukraine controlled 
by pro-Russian separatists an evangelical 

church group has been outlawed, Christians 
face a fine or arrest if they meet together, 
and evangelical churches are repeatedly 
targeted by separatists.

Pam and I went to Ukraine last winter 
at the invitation of two very active 
evangelicals, Wally Wasylovych and his 

s on  S erge i ,  w ho are 
b ot h  ent hus ias t ica l ly 
involved in gospel work, 
especially using Christian 
literature. They live in 
Chernivtsi, which is near 
the Romanian border, yet 
made all the arrangements 
for our engagements in 
Kiev, the nation’s capital, 
which is over 300 miles 
from their home. 

We flew from England 
to Boryspil International 
Airport (Міжнародний 
аеропорт Бориспіль” 

if you would prefer Newsline to be in 
Ukrainian!) and were dr iven straight 
to a television studio, where I did a long 
interview, which was to be broadcast on 
several of the country’s biggest channels, 
including one belonging to the nation’s 
President. Broadcasting by translation was 
a new experience, and before going live I 
teased the presenter by saying that in heaven 
only English would be spoken. He replied 
by assur ing me that heaven’s language 
would be Ukrainian, ‘as would take eternity 
to learn it’; he may have had a point! It 

Kiev apartment block
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was an encouraging session and I took the 
opportunity to give the camera crew copies 
of Ukrainian versions of my books.

We were very late arriving at the home of 
our hosts, the American missionaries Jerry 
and Kellie Benge, who graciously met all 
our needs in their eighth-floor apartment 
in one of Kiev’s countless tower blocks. In 
all our time in Kiev we never saw a single 
private house—a dismal legacy of years 
under Communist domination.

On the following day we spent the 
morning with a team of missionaries 
working with Send International, which 
has the admirable aim of ‘making disciples 
among the unreached’. It was stimulating 
to hear testimonies of their conversion, call 
and vision, and to spend time in prayer 
with them.

On Sunday we were at Transformation 
Church, Kiev, a remarkable fellowship that 
began twenty-five years ago with just three 

members and is now attended by over 600. 
It has also planted eleven other churches. 
Matching our experience in Romania 
a few weeks earlier, the church has two 
two-hour services every Sunday morning, 
each with a one-hour sermon as part of the 
programme. Wally Wasylovych translated 
for me at both services, the second of which 
was led by the President of Kiev Theological 
Seminary. All who attended the services 
were offered a free copy of the Ukrainian 
translation of my evangelistic booklet 
Where is God when things go wrong?which 
was released that day. This was the fourth 
of my titles to be translated into Ukrainian, 
and a few days later Why Believe the Bible? 
was added to the list. There is now keen 
interest in translating Does Life Have Any 
Meaning? and it is a great privilege to help 
in meeting the spiritual needs of a country 
that has suffered so much over the years.

At Transformation Church, Kiev
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Z Answered Prayers Y

One of the greatest encouragements I have had in the ministry over the past 
decades has been the assurance that so many people are praying for me. 

Some tell me that they do so every day, which is both humbling and heartening. 
Many others do so every week, or when reminded in their prayer diaries, and 
for this, too, I am very thankful. From time to time there is space in Newsline to 
encourage all these valuable partners by letting them know of specific answers 
to prayer—and here are some of these:

From Scotland. ‘We just want to thank 
you very much for all the help that we 
have received in our Bible Study Group, 
as we used your book Major Points from 
the Minor Prophets. Some of them are 
amazingly difficult to understand and yet 
we find that it is as if a bright light has been 
turned on when we turn to your book. We 
are being thrilled by the great truths as we 
see Jesus, promised then and relevant and 
very real to us now. May the Lord continue 
to bless and encourage and use you greatly 
in all your spheres of ministry’.

From Australia. ‘I recently read your 
booklet Ultimate Questions and it turned 
my religion upside down. I have been 
attending a Pentecostal church for five years 
and never knew that God is both holy and 
just. I believed in hell, but I surely didn’t 
think I was going there because I attended 
church more regularly than most attendees 
and thought I was pretty good in the eyes of 
God. When I found out how wrong I was I 
repented (which is another word I had never 
heard) and put my trust in Christ alone’.

From Christian Bools Worldwide. ‘One 
of the first books we sponsored was John 

Blanchard’s Ultimate 
Questions in Urdu. 
There are now three 
p r i nt s ,  t o t a l l i n g 
20,000 copies, and 
we recently learned 
t h a t  a  m a n  i n 
England read a copy 
and was converted. 
Praise the Lord! 

From  Nor the r n 
Ireland .  A recent 
e m a i l  t o l d  m e 
friends there who 
had provided greatly 
needed help to a very 

elderly contact with whom they shared a 
copy of Right with God (found in a second 
hand book shop!). He read it over and over, 
marking pages. Just before he died, at 90 
years old, he said “I am at peace’, and inside 
of the book wrote ‘I believe that the Lord 
Jesus died for my sins.’ 

Ultimate Questions 
has been translated 

into over 60 languages

CAN YOU HELP?

Several hundred readers receive Newsline by email, which 
is a great help as it saves the cost of postage. If you use 
the internet, please consider joining them. Just send me a 
one-line message at jbsarnia@gmail.com and I will arrange 
for this to be done.
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Y United nations in Cyprus Z

The roots of Christianity in Cyprus go back to New Testament times. A 
Cypriot, Joseph, was among those who sold a piece of property to help 

meet the needs of the early church (Acts 4:36). Believers from Cyprus preached 
the gospel in Antioch (Acts 11:20), while Barnabas and Paul preached in Cyprus 
(Acts 13:4), followed later by Barnabas and Mark (Acts 15:39).

Today, the island is divided between the 
so-called Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus in the north, separated by a United 
Nations buffer zone from the rest of the 
island. Sunni Islam dominates the north, 
while elsewhere the Greek Orthodox 
Church is in control. Both religions treat 
biblically-based believers as heretics, which 
makes evangelism increasingly difficult.

When Pam and I recently heard that the 
father of someone at our home church in 
Banstead was the pastor of a small church 
in Cyprus we immediately offered to 
help, and soon appeared at Greater Grace 
Church, Limassol. For the last four years 
the work there is led by the Welsh pastor 
Laurence Speedy and his South African 
wife Beverly, who have an irrepressible 
commitment to reaching other people with 
the gospel, spending 
many hours  ever y 
week  mixing  with 
people in the town, 
sharing the gospel with 
them and giving them 
evangelistic literature 
in several languages. 
Their relentless energy 
in doing this made 
a  deep impression 
on both of us, as did 
their warm-hearted 
hospitality.

I  pre a che d  at  a 
number of services 
there, and we took with 
us a supply of Ultimate 

Questions in Greek and Russian. Tens of 
thousands of Russians live in Limassol, 
mainly in financial and development 
enterprises, while about fifteen nationalities 
attended the services, including refugees 
and others from Syria, Iran, Turkey, Greece, 
Russia, Finland, Nepal and the Philippines.

C y p r u s  t e e m s  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n 
connections, including, an ancient tomb 
near Larnaca with the inscription ‘Lazarus, 
four days dead, friend of Christ’, tradition 
saying that thirty years after the amazing 
miracle at Bethany, (John 11), Lazarus fled 
to Cyprus, where he eventually died for 
the second time. Greater Grace Church 
continues to proclaim a Saviour who is ‘the 
resurrection and the life’. Be sure to visit it if 
you are ever on the island!

With the Speedys and (centre) two visiting friends
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  Pam’s Page 

Our trips to Eastern Europe at the end of 2018 were a 
reminder of the words of Jesus: ‘I will build my church and 

the gates of hell will not prevail against it’.
Forty years of hard-line atheistic 

Communism did not destroy the church 
in Eastern Europe, and it was a privilege 
to visit Romania, Hungary, Ukraine and 
Albania. In all of these countries many 
C h r i s t i a n s  h a d 
paid the ultimate 
price for having a 
faith that opposed 
atheistic doctrine. 
Now, in several 
places, we see this 
faith triumphing 
o v e r  a d v e r s i t y 
and f lour ish ing 
in programmes to 
reach the lost with 
the gospel and to 
help many with 
serious social and 
personal needs in 
their communities.

In Kiev, Ukraine 
we stayed with missionaries who are doing 
an excellent work in testing circumstances. 
Kiev is a wonderful city, but Communist 
history is visible with high rise apartments 
everywhere. The beautiful architecture in 
ancient churches pre-dating and outlasting 
Communism is a joy. John had the privilege 
of preaching at two packed services in a 
church, which were followed by one 
tailored for disabled people. In Ukraine, 
we sensed a fear that Russian infiltration 
was by no means over, and we were asked 
specifically to pray about this.

In Albania, it was deeply moving to join 
a team working in a very poor area, taking 
part in Sunday school activities with very 

needy children and giving out Christmas 
parcels which had been put together by 
children in Northern Ireland. In was a 
delight to see them being opened, but sad 
to realize that for many of these children 

these would be the only gifts they would 
receive.

Moving north to the capital city of 
Tirana, it was exciting to reach hundreds 
with the gospel at a rally in a huge hotel 
built by Communism as a status symbol. 
I also had the special bonus of renewing 
acquaintance with Besa Shapilo, who is 
working with Hope ministries. I had visited 
with a team from TEN some five years 
earlier and I was now thrilled to see the 
work continuing and developing.

In all these countries we were delighted 
and encouraged to see many of John’s books 
translated into their languages and being 
widely used in evangelistic ministrty.
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New from John Blanchard and on offer to Newsline readers, eBook free!

Clear. Concise. Comprehensive. 
Unwrapped is a great starting point for 
new Christians, but also a lovely fresher 
for long-standing believers. It’s packed full 
of foundational information and practical 
advice, but it will also warm your heart. A 
delight. 

Tim Chester, Pastor of Grace Church, 
Boroughbridge, North Yorkshire 

John Blanchard meets and warmly 
welcomes believers who have freshly 
arrived in ‘another world’ that is the 
Christian life.… Building on a solid 
foundation of wonderfully helpful Biblical 
instruction, he combines memorable 
illustration with practical application and a 
sprinkling of adhesive alliteration to 
produce a concise but comprehensive 
survey of life in the Spirit. I look forward 
to giving this to friends who have 
awakened to a new life in Christ… 
Craig Dyer, Training Director, Christianity 

Explored Ministries 

A worthy addition to John Blanchard’s 
previous volumes which have benefited so 
many because of his faithfulness to the 
Word of God, his appealing style and 
compelling clarity. This particular volume 
will send you, like it did me, further down 
the road of obedience to our Savior as it 
equips us to be in the world but not “of 
the world.” 

Dr. Harry L. Reeder, III Sr. Pastor, 
Briarwood Presbyterian Church, 

Birmingham, AL 

Get a free copy of the eBook—email 
admin@epbooks.org and quote code 
Newsline 19. Tell us whether you want 
the Kindle version or an ordinary 
eBook. 

Get the print book at a great price: 
normally £5.99, yours for £2.49 per 
copy through 10ofthose: order online 
at 10ofthose.com and enter the 
discount code UNWRAPPED or call 
0330 2233423 and quote the same code. 
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Y coming engagements 2019 Z
At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next six months. For up 
to date news, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and blessing 
at these events—and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you. It would be a great 
encouragement to meet you and to thank you personally for your interest in my ministry. I 
would also consider other invitations for dates not already booked. 

May
5 PORTUGAL: International Evangelical 

Church of the Algarve, Vargem da Mao, 
8100–000 Vale Judeu, Portugal [Info: +351 289 
328 635]

21 C H I P P E N HA M ,  Wi l t s :  E m m a n u e l 
Evangelical Church, Goldney Avenue, 
Chippenham, DSN15 1ND

22 BARNSTAPLE, N. Devon: Stoat Park, 
Whidden Valley, Barnstaple, EX32 8PT [Info: 
davidwvec@gmail.com]

23 REDRUTH, Cornwall: Heartlands (Main 
hall), Robinson’s Shaft, Dudnance Lane, Pool, 
Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 3QY [Info: 07443 
868227 or nicholasfuller73@gmail.com]

24 CALLINGTON, Cornwall: Mustard Seed 
Evangelical Church, Launceston Road, 
Kelly Brae, Callington PL17 8DT [Info: 
pastoratmustardseedchurch@gmail.com or 
01579 383515]

25 LOOE, Cornwall: Grace Community Church, 
Oaktrees, Looe, PL1 1PR [Info: 01503 240930 
or office@gracecc.org.uk]

June 
7 DALRY, Ayrshire: Trinity Church, Courthill 

Street, Dalry, KA24 5BN [Info: 10294 832363 
or martin@thomson40@btinternet.com]

8 BLAIRGOWRIE, Perthshire: Blairgowrie 
Evangelical Church, Kirk Wynd, Blairgowrie, 
PH10 6HN [Info: 01250 798171 or pastor.
derek@hotmail.co.uk]

9 (am) BLAIRGOWRIE, Perthshire: Blairgowrie 
Evangelical Church, Kirk Wynd, Blairgowrie, 
PH10 6HN [Info: 01250 798171 or pastor.
derek@hotmail.co.uk]

10 PETERHEAD, Aberdeenshire: Peterhead 
Baptist Church, 49 King Street, Peterhead, 
AB42 1TA [Info: 01779 477040 or j.mark.
donaldson@gmail.com ]

11 DUNDEE: Broughty Ferry Presbyterian 
Church, The Brook, 343 Brook Street, 
Broughty Ferry, Dundee, DD5 2DS [Info 
broughtyferrypresbyterian@gmail.com]

12 MUSSELBURGH, East Lothian: Musselburgh 
Baptist Church, 68 New Street, Musselburgh, 
EH21 6JQ [Info 07504 503669 or jslang@
btinternet.com] 

22 COBHAM, Surrey: Cobham United Church, 
38 Stoke Road, Cobham, KY11 3BD [Info: 
01932 586 988 or kim_822@hotmail.com

July
8 CROYDON, Surrey: Addington Court Golf 

Club, Featherbed Lane, CR0 9AA. Men’s Golf 
Day organized by Christ Church, Beckenham 
[Info: dcf@waitrose.com]

August 
11 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community 

Church, Banstead Junior School, The 
Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 
300903 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]

18 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community 
Church, Banstead Junior School, The 
Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 
300903 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]

25 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community 
Church, Banstead Junior School, The 
Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 
300903 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]

October 
15-20 Popular Christian Apologetics tour in 

N.Ireland. Details to follow.
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